Wright

103

Wright

was his Master Grrinnidge, the travelling
showman in the * Green Bushes.' Scarcely
less admired was his John Grumley in * Do-
mestic Economy.' He was excellent, too, in
1 Slasher and Crasher/ as Blaise in Buck-
stone's {Victorine,' as Medea in Mark Lemon's
burlesque so named, as Watchful Waxend
in * My Poll and my Partner/ and several
parts in which he replaced John Reeve. At
the last performance at the old Adelphi
(2 June 1858) he played Mr. Osnaburg in
* Welcome, Little Stranger.' Soon after the
opening of the new house, in 1859, he ap-
peared for a few nights. At the end of March
nis engagement finished, and he left the
house and was not again seen on the stage.
Towards the close of 1859 he took refuge
from ill-health, worries domestic and finan-
cial, and legal proceedings at Boulogne, where
he died on 21 Dec. He was huried in
Brompton cemetery.

In his best days Wright was an excellent
low comedian; Macready pronounced him
the best he had seen. He took unpardonable
liberties with a public that laughed at, par-
doned, petted, and spoilt him. He often
did not know his part and resorted to gagging.
On occasion, he could be indescribably and
repulsively coarse. Some of his perform-
ances had remarkable breadth of humour.
He inherited the method and traditions of
Eeeve and to some extent those of Liston.
At his death many of his characters came
into the hands of Mr. John Lawrence Toole.

A portrait of "Wright as Mannaduke Ma-
gog from a painting by Crabb (see Oat. Third
Loan Exhib. No. 582) is given in the * Thea-
trical Times/ i. 225; one as Tittlebat Tit-
mouse, engraved by Holl from a drawing by
E. Walker, appears in Cumberland's edition
of l Ten Thousand a Year/

[A list, incomplete but the longest given, of
Wright's parts has been extracted from Web-
ster's Acting Drama, Peake's Plays, and the-
Dramatic and Musical Review,. 1842-9. Per-
sonal recollections have been used, and private
information kindly supplied by Mr. Graham
Everitt, as well as short memoirs given in the
Theatrical Times, i. 225, the printed edition of
Peake's Ten Thousand a Year, and the Era,
25 Dec. 1859; Toole's Reminiscences; Remini-
scences of an Old Bohemian; Recollections of
Edmund Yates; and Scott and Howard's Life of
Blanchard.]                                         J. 3L

WEIGHT, FOETUNATUS (d. 1757),
merchant and privateer, of a Cheshire family,
son of John Wright, master-mariner and
shipowner of Liverpool (d. 1717), seems to
have served in early life on board merchant
ships or privateers, and later on to have
"been in business in Liverpool. Owing to

some lawsuit or political entanglement, the
details of which are unknown, lie left Liver-
pool in 1741 with his wife and family, went
to Italy, and finally settled at Leghorn as a
merchant, probably making occasional voy-
ages. Whether he was the Captain Wright
who commanded the SwaHow, trading from
Lisbon to London, which was captured by a
Spanish ship in the Soundings on 18 Jan.
1743-4 (Gent. Mag, 1744, p. 260), must re-
main doubtful; but the association with Cap-
tain Hutchinson makes it probable. In 1746
he commanded the privateer Fame? a brigan-
tine fitted out by the merchants of Leg-
horn, making a large number of prizes, the
value of which was greatly exaggerated by
comm on report. It was said that they were
worth 400,0007., his share of which would
have made Wright a rich man, and this he
never was. WilliamHutchinson(1715-1801}
[q. v.], in his treatise on seamanship, speaks
of Wright as a master of the art, and de-
scribes his method of cruising in the fairway
of the Levant, which, mutatis mutandis,
was very exactly copied more than a hundred
years later by Captain Semmes of the Ala-
bama on the coast of Brazil. On 19 Dec.
1746 the Fame captured a French ship with
the Prince of Campo Florida's baggage on
board, and sent her into Leghorn. In some
way she had a pass from the Hug of Eng-
land, but she was not named in it, and
Wright maintained that it was a good cap-
ture, and refused to restore her on the re-
presentation of the consul. Eventually, on
the suggestion of (Sir) Horace Mann [q_. v.],
the English minister at Florence, the matter
was referred to the naval commander-in-chief,
who- decided against Wright.
Early in 1747 complaints were made from
the- Ottoman Porte that English privateers
had made prize of Turkish property on board
French ships, and,specifically, that on26Feb.
1746-7 the Fame had so seized Turkish
property on board the French ship Hermione.
The English consul at Leghorn called on
"Wright to explain, which he did. The Her-
mione, he said, was a French ship, under
French colours; she had made stout resist-
ance and had been captured in fair fight;
she had been legally condemned in the ad-
miralty court, the ship and her cargo had
been sold, and the money distributed. On
this the Turkey Company procured an order
irom the home government to the effect that
Turkish property was not prize, even on
board a French vessel, and this order, dated
SO March 1747, was sent out to the Mediter-
ranean, where Wright urged that it could
not be retrospective, and positively refused
to refund. Another order was then sent out